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C INCSO FOR INTAFF; C IIJCLAKT ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, PINS-, PGOV, AR 

SUBJECT: RAKING UP THE PAST 


REF: A) BUENOS AIRES 2625; B) BUENOS AIRES 2265 

1. SUMMARY: JUST AS THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT PUTS THE 
FINAL TOUCHES TO WHAT IT SAYS IS THE DEFINITIVE REPORT 
ON THE 1970S DIRTY WAR, SORDID DETAILS OF THAT STRUGGLE, 
HERETOFORE UNPUBLIC 1 2ED IN ARGENTINA,- HALE BEGUN FLOOD- 
ING THE PRINT MEDIA. ACCOMPANYING THE PUBLICITY HAVE 
BEEN REPORTS OF THE RESURGENCE OF THE INFAMOUS 
ARGENTINE TRIPLE-A, A RIGHT WING PARAMIl ITARV FORCE 
WHICH HAD SLIPPED FROM P.UBLIC VIEW IN RECENT YEARS, 

AND NEW POLICE SEIZURES OF ARMS CACHES. THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH HIERARCHY MEANTIME FOUHO ITSELF DEBATING THE 
RIGHTS AND WRONGS OF THE WAR, WITH ITS LEADERSHIP THE 
TARGET OF PUBLIC ATTACH BY THE MOTHERS Of THE PI A2A 
D£ MAYO. END SUMMARY. 

2. INTERIOR MINISTER RESTON SAID ON NATIONWIDE TV ' 

THE EVENING OF APRIL 21 THAT HE EXPECTS THE JUNTA 

LATE NEXT WEEK TO MAKE PUBLIC ITS LONG-PROMISED 
ACCOUNT Of THE WAR ON SUBVERSION, FOR WHICH HE ASKED 
VKPVLIC UNDERSTANDING. “Cl AR IN " APRIL 22 FRONTPAGED 
A REPORT THAT IN ITS OFFICIAL RECORD THE JUNTA WILL 
ACCEPT FULL RESPONSIBILITY ON BEHALf OF THE MILITARY 
INSTITUTIONS FOR ALL ANTI -SUBVERSIVE ACTIONS. 

OUOTING WHAT IT SAID IS THE DRAFT TEXT OF THE 
ACCOUNTING, ClAfilN SAIO THAT EVERYTHING DONE BY THE 


4. A CURSORY REVIEW OF THE DOCUMEHT SHOWS FERNANDE2' S 
CONNECTION TO WHAT HE CALLS ‘ILLEGAL" COUNTER-TERROR 
OPERATIONS WAS AT LEAST ONE REMOVE FROM THEM, WITH 
THE EXCEPTION OF THE LUCIA CULLEN CASE. CARRIED IN 
MOST HUMAN RIGHTS 0RGANI2AT IONS AS 'DISAPPEARED" IN 
1976, CULLEN WAS ARRESTED, FERNAN0E2 SAYS, ON THE 
PERSONAL ORDERS OF HARGUINDEGUY ON THE BASIS OF AN 
ANONYMOUS TIP. FERMAN0E2 SAID THAT BY CHANCE HE 
WITNESSED HER ARREST, AND THEN A SHORT TIME LATER 
IN A MILITARY SAFEHOUSE STUMBLED UPON OTHER OFFICERS 
TORTURING HER. HE ALSO TIES HKRGUINDEGUY CIRCUMSTAN- 
TIALLY TO WHAT FERNANDE2 SAYS WAS THE NUROER OF MSGR. 
ENRIQUE ANGEL EL 1 1 (THE CLERGYMAN WAS OFFICIALLY 
LISTED AS KILLED IN AN -AUTO ACCIDENT IN LA RIOJA 
PROVINCE AUGUST 4, 19761, AND DEPOSES OTHER KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE MURDER OF PAL LOT I ME PRIESTS IN BUENOS AIRES 
AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME AND OTHER CRIMES Of THE PERIOD. 
MOSTLY, HOWEVER, FERNANDEZ'S DEPOSITION IS A CAREFUL 
NARRATION OF THE OPERATION OF ANTI-TERROR TASK GROUPS, 
THE OFFICERS WHO COMMANDED THEM, AND THE NO-QUARTER 
WAR DOCTRINE ISSUED BY THE THREE ARMED SERVICES WHICH 
GUIDED THEM. EVEN DURING THE. PERIOD WHEN HE WAS 
HARCUI.NDE GUY'S BODYGUARD AND BY HIS OWN ACCOUNT 
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THE JURISDICTION Of MILITARY JUSTICE. ” THIS WOULD 
CONFORM TO RECENT STATEMENTS BY JUNTA SPOKESMEN 
THAT "E *Cf 3SE2 ’ COMMITTED BY THE SECURIT* FORCES 
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HAS HAD FLEETING BUT REVEAL I >16 GLIfl?5fS OF UNUSUAL 
ARGUttEKTS OVER THE HUM AH RIGHTS ISSUE, WITH BISHOPS 
SYMPATHETIC TO THE CAUSE AND CRITICAL OF THE NIL I TAR Y ' 
CHALLENGING THE CHURCH'S CAREFUU Y-FAt ANCFD APPROACH 
TO THE GUEST ION OF AN ACCOUNT INC FOR THE DISAPPEARED. 
USER. ANTONIO CJASRACiNO, NEWLY -APPOINTED HEAD OF 
CELAH, THE HEMISPHERE COUNCIL CF BISHOPS, HAS CALLED 
FOR A ‘LAW OF OBLIVION" TO KELP WASH AWAY THE PAST. 

human rights champions in the hierarchy have 

ATTACKED THE IDEA. ONE PUBLICLY REMINDING OUARRAClNO THAT 
GENUINE LOVE WHICH HE PREACHES CAN CARRY PUNISHMENT 
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CLOSE TO THE MINISTER AT ALL TIMES, FFRKAKOEI' S 
EVIDENCE SEEMS MOSTLY HEARSAY, SECOND HAND OR H I S OWN 
DEDUCTION. 


5. ASIDE FROtl HlS DESCRIPTION OF THE ARMED FORCES' 
ORGANIZATION OF THEIR COUNTER -TERROR OPERATIONS, WHOSE 
OBJECTIVES HE SaiO HE SNARED, WAS FERNANDEZ'S EXPLANA- 
TION Or THE CREATION OF THE "ILLEGAL REPRESSIVE 
APPARA1US" LATER TO EE KNOWN AS THE 

ARGENTINE ANTICOMMUNIST ALLIANCE (AAA). THE "TRIPLE-A" 
ACTUALLY OATES FROM 1969-70, ACCORDING TO FERNANDEZ, 
PROSPERED DURING THE INTfRVAL OF THE PERON GOVERNMENT, 
AND CONTINUES TO EXIST TODAY. ORIGINATING IN THE 
POLICE ORGANIZATION OF BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE, THE 
AAA, FEARED AS A MAFIA-LIKE ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATION 
WHICH OPERATED WITH OFFICIAL ACQUIESCENCE, TOOK ON 
DIRECT LINKS WITH THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. 
NAMES ARE NAMED, INCLUDING THAT OF RCDOLFO aLMIRON, 
BODYGUARD FOR SPANISH CONSERVATIVE POLITICIAN MAKUEl 
FRAGA IRIBARIIE, AND CONNECTED WITH UNSAVORY DUDS 
ATTRIBUTED TO OR CLAIMED BY THE "TRIPLE-A". 


9. THE PLENARY IS SUPPOSED TO ISSUE ITS CONCLUSIONS IN 
'A COMMUNIQUE THIS COMING WEEKEND.. THE MOTHERS TOOK OUT 
QUARTER-PAGE ADS IN THE NEWSPAPER 1 ? OF APRIL 21 TO 
TELL THE COUNTRY THAT THEY HAD PETITIONED EARLIER 
EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES IN VAIN FOR THE BISHOPS' 
ENDORSEMENT OF THEIR CLAIMS FOR AN ACCOUNTING OF 
THE DISAPPEARED. THE AD SAID THE BISHOPS' REPLY 
FROM 1977 ONWARD HAS BEEN SILENCE OR "TCP 10" CALLS 
FOR RECONCILIATION AND PARDON FOR ALL INVOLVED. 

"IN 1983, WE SAY NEITHER SILENCE, NOR STATEMENTS, 
RECONCILIATION NOR PARDON... BUT THEIR APPEARANCE 
ALIVE. IF THIS DOES NOT OCCUR, WILL THE EPISCOPATE 
BE ENDORSING GENOCIDE?" 


6. COINCIDENTALLY (OR NOT) WITH THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
FERHANDEI DECLARATION HAS BEEN THE REAPPEARANCE OK AAA. 
ANONYMOUS CALLERS TO NEWS AGENCIES RECENTLY IDENTIFY- 
ING THEYCiEtVES AS 'TRIPLES' HAVE THREATENED TO BOMB 
BRITISH-ARGENTINE SCHOOLS. OTHER CALLERS HAVE 
THREATENED TO MURDER BRITISH DIPLOMATS AND NEWSMEN, 
WHILE THIS PHENOMENON HAS BEEN CONNECTED WITH ORGAN I Z A- 


ARGENTINE SOLDIERS, “GENTS", THE NATION'S LARGEST PHOTO 

137G CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION OF THE ORIGINS OF 
AAA, FEATURING THE TESTIMONY OF ONE Of THE ORGANIZERS, 
WHICH WAS SUPPRESSED AFTER THE COUP IN MARCH Of THAI 


7. WHILE AAA WAS BACK IN THE NEWS AFTER SEVfRAl YEARS 
OF PUBLIC INATTENTION, THE POLICE ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 21 
THE DISCOVERY OF AN ILLEGAL ARMS DEPOSIT -- IN A 
MODEST BUENOS AIRES HOME OCCUPIED BY A WIDOW WHOM 
POLICE SAID WAS A MEM6ER OF THE MOTHERS OF PLAZA Dl 
M«YQ, AND IMMEDIATELY DENIED By THE MOTHERS -- AND A 
MON I ONE RO "PECPLES PRISON'-' NEXT TO A CONVENT IN THE 
PROVINCE OF SALTA. THE ARMS CACHE WAS THE SECOND 
UNCOVERED IN THE CAP I TAt\ AREA THIS MONTH (REF B». 


8. ALSO COINCIDENT WITH “THE APPEARANCE Or FERNANDEZ'S 
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10. COMMENT: THE MOTHERS HAVE BEEN HOSTILE TO CON- 
SERVATIVES WHO CONTROL THE CHURCH HIERARCHY, BUT 
THEY HAVE NOW CHOSEN TO PUT THEM ON A SPOT PUBLICLY, 
PROBABLY TO STRENGTHEN THEIR ALLIES WITHIN THE CHURCH 
COUNCIL IN A DEBATE THAT WILL NOT END WITH THE TERMI- 
NATION OF THIS YEAR'S PLENARY. IN A MORE GENERAL 
SENSE IT IS IRONIC THAT THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS 
DRAGGED ITS HEELS ON PUBLICIZING A REPORT THE COUNTRY 
WAS PROMISED MONTHS AGO. THE EXCESSES OF THE DIRTY 
WAR HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE SHARPLY DRAWN. FOR PUBLIC 
CONTEMPLATION. THAN IN THE PAST FEW DAYS. SHLAUDEMAN 


WiiwLHU 



